
MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

LOMA PRIETA RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT

November 16, 2011

4:00 P.M.
The regular meeting of the Loma Prieta Resource Conservation District Board of Directors was called to order by Chair, Burt Malech, at 4:05 p.m.  Directors present were Sandy Petersen, and David Robledo.  Also present were Executive Director, Patty Marfia, Susan Meyer, Johnevan Shay, and SCFB, Jennifer Williams.  Director, David Boll, arrived at 4:06 p.m. 

Public Comments

No public comments.  
Approval for changes in Agenda

No changes to Agenda.
Approval of Minutes 

Motion by Dave to accept the October minutes.  Second by Sandy.  Motion carried.   
Partner Reports/Watershed Summary

Progress of current grants and new grant applications were discussed.  A second Cal Recycle Grant Application was submitted on November 1, 2011.
Santa Clara County Farm Bureau
Jennifer reported that the Central Coast Agricultural Water Quality Board, with newly appointed Directors, will now has a quorum for future decisions about the Ag waiver.

The Santa Clara Valley Water District is working with stakeholders to identify new Clean, Safe Creeks projects.  Also, the Wineries Working Group worked with the Fire Marshall to obtain approval for a reduction in water-storage requirements. 
Old Business 
Susan provided her verbal and written report on the second Chrysanthemum Grower’s Association workshop.  (Report attached to November Agenda.)

Patty reported on the success other RCD’s have had with establishing Joint Powers Agreements, a topic of discussion at the Central Coast RCD Area meeting.  
The California Association of RCD’s annual conference was discussed.  Susan presented the board with information on CAL Recycle Grants for recycling tires.  The board discussed holding a local recycle event, with advertising and partnership with a local recycler.  Susan informed the board of the potential for future outreach-partnering with RCD of Santa Cruz County, which has initiated a series of workshops for underserved Hispanic farmers.  LPRCD can access existing materials and speakers for a series of workshops aimed at serving local Cantonese-speakers.
David reported on General Session breakouts for Board Members.  NRCS/USDA has implemented national regulations for “cluster-rating” EQUIP grants, where area District Conservationists rank each grant on a regional, rather than on a local level.  However, NRCS State Conservationist, Ed Burton, has pledged that California’s ranking system will retain a local focus.  
David announced the Speak Off Contest topic for 2012: “How can RCD’s protect natural resources through community actions?” 
Susan reported on the Santa Clara Valley Water District second Llagas Sub-basin planning meeting.  The State Water Resources Control Board requires that a salt and nutrient management plan must be completed for each groundwater sub-basin by 2014, for the purpose of developing streamlined permitting and increased use of recycled water in the state. 
Patty is organizing the Volunteer Appreciation Event. Invitations will be mailed next week. 

Susan attended Gilroy Demonstration Gardens’ Dinner in the Garden, and reported that it was a good community-outreach opportunity. 

The first Native Meadow workshop was another successful outreach event.  Susan invited alumnus from LPRCD Stewardship for Small Acreage workshops.  Debbie Cottingham taught participants to prepare for planting, using “lasagna style” soil-building practices.  

Patty reported on black Ag-plastic recycling.  Most growers are recycling; Borgata Recycling collects the plastic and hand-cleans it on site.  The same company also recycles tires. 
New Business

Susan and David reported on Guadalupe-Coyote RCD’s interest in merging with Loma Prieta RCD.  Susan will investigate further and initiate a meeting with their Board.  Sandy moved to review new information at the January LPRCD board meeting.  Second by David.  Motion carried. 

The board discussed increasing involvement with Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors, and decided that LPRCD will contact Mike Wasserman, our local Board member.  The board agreed that he will be invited to our future community events. 

Beginning next week, incoming LPRCD email will be automatically forwarded to our new account: susanm@lomaprietarcd.org. 
Treasurer’s Report
Dave motioned to pay bills and approve treasurer’s report.  David second.  Motion carried.  
Susan will ask Kathleen Robins for a template of the grant writing accounting format she uses.  Current breakdown of P and L for grants was presented to treasurer.

Correspondence 
Incoming

The board was notified that paperwork for our nomination to fill the LPRCD’s Board of Directors’ vacant seat had been received by the SCC Clerk of the Board. 
FYI
All materials available for review listed on agenda but not included in minutes.

Outgoing

LPRCD’s W9 form was sent to Central Coast RCD Area’s treasurer.

Alumnus of Stewardship for Small Acreage workshops were invited to attend the Native Meadow Planting workshop.

The amendment to LPRCD’s AWQA amendment was signed and submitted.

A statement of grant award was sent to Debbie Cottingham. 
Directors Reports
Sandy reported about the activities of the FireSafe Council, which has been actively communicating with neighborhood groups to prepare evacuation plans, for people and animals, in the event of a catastrophic fire or flood.  
Burt reported that he will, again, approach the SCVWD, voicing his desire to reintroduce beavers to the Upper Pajaro watershed, as a flood-control measure, to remove willows and weeds throughout the channel, particularly along the 10th Street stretch of Llagas Creek.

Announcements/Calendar

Annual Volunteer Appreciation Event: December 18, 2011 @ 11:30 a.m.

Next Board meeting – Wednesday, January 18, 2012 @ 4:00 pm.
Adjournment

With no further business, Sandy motioned to adjourn at 6:50 p.m.  Second by Burt.  Motion carried.

Approved_______________________________ Date____________________

Secretary of the Board of Directors            


